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UNDP: Kosovo is poorest region in southeast Europe

KosovoCompromise Staff

Kosovo is the poorest region in southeast Europe, with the greatest unemployment
rate, according to a report of the United Nations Development Program (UNDP)
which was released on Thursday.

Citing the World Bank statistics, the report said that about 53 percent of the
population lives below the poverty line of 1.5 euros (2.38 U.S. dollars) a day, while
the jobless rate is between 45 and 50 percent of the labor force.

Presenting the report in Pristina, UNDP's representative in Kosovo Frode Mauring
said the report focused on assistance to the poor and requested the Kosovo
government to improve market conditions and to create better conditions for
investors.

There can be no sustainable development without a sustainable employment increase,
Mauring said, adding that private companies played a very important role in that
sense.

Kosovo has a gross domestic product of only 1,800 U.S. dollars per capita and even of
that one-fifth is foreign aid and another 15 percent is remittance from the Diaspora,
mostly in Switzerland and Germany.

The unemployment issue in Kosovo is aggravated by the highest-in-Europe birthrate,
which delivers up to 30,000 adults to the job market every year, five times what
Kosovo businesses can absorb.
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