
 
 

 

May 14, 2008 

Kosovo killers – Part 2 
By Aleksander Kots, Dmitry Stepshin, Kosmopolskaya Gazeta 
http://rostov.kp.ru/daily/24097/325320/ 

Big laundry mat 

Kosovo was once considered Yugoslavia's poorest province. However, the situation 
has recently changed thanks to the world's most progressive democracies. Of course, 
myriad sacrifices were made along the way. Many Kosovo residents were exiled or 
sent to reservations, which the European Union refers to as "enclaves." Humanitarian 
mission representatives don't like visiting Serbian ghettos. The reservations are an 
unpleasant sight — especially compared to the rest of Kosovo which is a perfect 
example of good peacekeeping.  

Kosovo is crammed with cash. EU and U.S. humanitarian organizations are making 
significant contributions to the economy. Albanians are also sending huge annual 
remittances from Western Europe. Part of this money is earned from criminal 
activities. But Kosovo can't yet cope with these substantial money streams. The funds 
are poorly managed and large sums are invested in outlandish construction projects, 
such as 100-meter swimming pools in entirely uninhabited areas. Thousands of 
consumer goods stores stand by the road. The average Kosovo village has 5-10 
supermarkets for every 500 residents, as well as three car washes and mechanic’s 
shops. The country's elegant agrarian landscape now has tens of thousands of newly 
built elite homes. Scattered among them are the skeletons of Serbian homes in ruins, 
covered in weeds. Albanians are dismantling these homes and using the materials to 
build more multilevel mega markets. One theory why these stores are built is that they 
are used for money laundering. They have few customers and the assortment is 
always e — nuts and mineral water. It's interesting to think how long these stores 
would have to run before covering their costs. The average land plot for these mega 
markets sells for 100,000 euro. 

The EU can't explain why the Albanian mafia was given a republic to rule after 
massacring the Serbian population. But the Albanians know how to play the 
democratic game. Each mega market boasts a collection of small EU and U.S. flags, 
although the well-being of Kosovo residents is divided purely along ethnic lines — a 
mockery of the democratic values that the country pretends to uphold. 

Istok  

A Western humanitarian mission employee based in Prishtin recapped the events that 
had transpired in the Kosovo village, Istok. He said that Albanians had misbehaved a 
bit in the summer of 1999, but everything fell into place shortly after. Moscow built 



 
 

 

In half a moment we were already in her kitchen. The coffee boiled on the gas stove. 
Milavitsa put shot glasses and rakia on the table. The home was half-dark. All the 
windows were covered in blankets. She told us how she had run away from Istok, but 
later returned.  

"I came back when I learned that Moscow had decided to help us. But the Russians 
outsourced the work to a German company that hired Albanians to fulfill the contract. 
In effect, the Albanians made money off the Russians, by building our homes and not 
providing us with electricity or water. This was done on purpose. But I'm still happy 
the house was built. Before I was living in a shed with a cow." 

Milavitsa's family had lived in Istok for nearly a century. In the summer of 1999, 
Albanians blew up a home, fish restaurant, wine cellar and four-car garage in the 
village. They also stole a tractor and land. Her family home was burned. She named 
the dead, counting them on her fingers.  

"Did you know that Serbs were kidnapped and their organs trafficked?" we asked her 
cautiously. 

"Yes, we all knew! We knew that only young, strong men went missing. On June 10, 
the Albanians rounded up about 50 people here in Istok and took them away. No one 
ever saw them again. We appealed to both the Serbian and EU authorities for help. 
But they said that we didn't have any evidence. As if you can just go to a clinic where 
organs are being trafficked, take photos and leave!"  

When we left, Milavitsa complained that the humanitarian aid in Mitrovitsa was 
subsiding from Russia's Emergency Situations Ministry. She added there was no 
communication among the enclaves. We told her that service was being held again at 
the Grachanitsa Monastery and some enclaves were holding up well.  

Serbs give birth in enclaves 

Try to imagine a Russian village in a mountainous district of Chechnya in the mid-
1990s. There's poor communication with mainland Russia and transport is unreliable. 
The local population has no one to rely on in an emergency.  

It's a long hike to the Serbian border from the Shtripts enclave. The 10,000 or so 
population doesn't have any employment opportunities. They're farmers, although 
portions of the land border with Albanian villages and locals don't let Serbs work the 
fields.  

"They shoot farmers," said Mile Popovich, a member of the local administration. 
"Almost everything in our enclave is completely natural. The economy is ruined and 
the Albanians don't buy anything from the Serbs." 



 
 

 

meet Albanian criminals to help us find him. They again told her that Yakov was 
alive. About one month later, some people contacted me and asked me to give them 
clothes and money for food for my son. Albanians have contacted me several times 
saying that he was alive, but they couldn't release him. Why did they want him to 
begin with?"  

"Have you continued searching for your son?" we asked. 

"Yes. We were continuously told he was alive. We met with Major Taylor who 
commanded KFOR in our region. He told us they couldn't find and free our son. But 
he added we should try to buy him back through our Albanian acquaintances. A good 
Albanian friend of Yakov's said that if he tried to intervene, he and his whole family 
would be killed. Other Albanians refused to help us, although we've managed to set 
aside a good amount of money to buy him back." 

Soldiers of the enclave self-defense movement explained why prisoners were often 
sent from one area to the next speaking on the condition of anonymity.  

"Many kidnap victims were found in mass graves," they said. "But they were mostly 
older. Young healthy men were kept in special camps. When international 
commissions headed to the area, the Albanians relocated their prisoners. And this is 
how the victims live until the Albanians receive an order for a specific organ. Then 
the victim is taken from Kosovo to an underground clinic." 

Our investigation was nearing an end. Most importantly, we had learned that Ponte's 
scandalous statements were true. Many Serbs were kidnapped at the same time in the 
summer of 1999. The majority were young healthy men. Also, they weren't killed 
immediately, but kept in special camps. KP came across a woman who was examined 
by doctors working for the underground organ trade. She was saved by a astounding 
chain of events.  

 


